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A Pleasing Sermon on Surasiha Day
by

Somdet Phra Nanasamvara

All members of the Centre of the Study for
National Security and Surasiha's disciples,

In order to commemorate the sacrificial
and courageous deeds performed by His Royal
Highness, The Crown Prince, Somdet Krompra-raja-
wang-bovora-maha-sura-singhanart (Choa Phya
Surasiha), who took a great part in liberating
Thailand from Burmese colony, all Surasiha's
disciples have agreed to fix his birthday, the
Bth of September, to be one of the National Days
called "Surasiha Day." Today you have come from
various places and provinces in order to hold a
meeting and perform activities so as to worship
and commemorate The Crown Prince. The reports

of the activities of 134 classes of approximately



56,000 members confirm your strong intention that
you will follow him and his deeds in sacrificing.
your lives to save the country, the religion and
the King as you made a vow on the day you received
"Surasiha pins."

That the government established the Centre

of the Study for National Security, and that
those who passed the training program of this
Centre hold the meeting, are worth doing,
because these two activities will maintain our
three institutions, namely, the country, the
religion and the King, which are worthy of
maintenance.

It 1s essential that there should be unity
among us 1n order to protect the three institu-
tions as we protect our lives. The reason for
this 1s quite obvious, and can easily be seen
only with our common sense.

It should be remembered that everyone here
was born in a free land where there are religions,
especially Buddhism, to believe i1n, where the

King rules the country with "The Ten Dhamma,"
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and where the government are Thai people. This
is the reason why everyone lives happily and
feel free to do anything he likes. For example,
he can choose any job, or he can have recreation
whenever he wishes. He can make merits when he
wants, or even enter priesthood. In many
countries, either far or near, their peoples

are not free to do anything they like as we do
here. We have freedom because our ancestors
ranking from the kings down had secured the
country and handed down the freedom to us. Our
forefathers completely fulfilled their duty,
that is to secure the country, maintain and
hand down the freedom to their descendants.

As their present descendants, we should be
mindful of our duty, that i1s to keep what our
forefathers handed down to us, and pass it to
our children. There may be some people who are
doubtful whether they can fulfill this duty.
They should be ashamed of themselves 1f they
think that they are unable to perform their

duty as completely as their ancestors. But,
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it is worse than this for those who are thinking
of destroying the good things we possess, or
are doing anything to destroy them.
The good things that we have are the three
institutions - the country, the religion and
the King, which are the most valuable inheri-
tances that are inherited from our forefathers.
The advantages of having them are quite obvious.
As a disciple of the Lord Buddha, I would
like to suggest a good thing of Buddhism, that
1s Dhamma, the preaching of the Lord Buddha.
Buddhism has influenced almost all Thai
people. And by means of Dhamma, all institutions
are combined. I will recommend "The Ten Dhamma
for the King." They are :

Giving alms - giving what is necessary
and needed, or helping
someone to have it.

Sila - virtue through bodily
actions, speech and mind,
or abstaining from all

evil deeds.
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Sacrificing in order to maintain what is

worthy or maintenance.

Honesty.

Being humble and polite, but not weak.

Perseverence - being strong enough to keep

away from what should be
abstained, and to do what
is obliged to.

Not being cruel and severe ~ being merciful,

Not oppressing = being kind.

Patience.

Being without a sin, being innocent, or

having no bias.

"The Ten Dhamma for the King" is for every-
body of any status, not just for the king as its
name. It is so called because we recognize the
king as the head of the country and the leader
of this Dhamma practice. The government as well
as the citizens should practice this Dhamma.

If they both practice it, they will love and
respect each other as if they were relatives.

Then, there will be no gap between them. "The
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Ten Dhamma" is therefore "the means for govern-
ing the country," which the Lord Buddha has
given to Thai people who have strongly believed
in Buddhism for more than a thounsand years.
Thailand has Buddhism as the means to unite
people together so firmly that many peoples
are doubtful why Thai people considerably love
their country, the religion and the King, and
why we can live freely. However, we, Thai
people, know the reason why. Those who do not
know should know the reason, and those who
misunderstand should correct their misunder-
standing.

The wish expressed and many activities
performed by either Surasiha people oxr other
Thal people assure that they will fulfill their
obligation as completely as their ancestors.
They will not be ashamed of themselves for they
will maintain their inheritance and hand it
down to their descendants. Let everybody prac-
tice "The Ten Dhamma" in order that your duty

performed will be righteous, and righteousness
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will save you, your children including the in-
stitutions as a Buddhist proverb saying "Dhamma

will save those who do what 1s morally right."
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