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ROYAL ADDRESS OF HIS MAJESTY THE KING
ON THE OCCASION OF THE GRAND ASSEMBLY
FOR THE CEREMONY OF PAYING HOMAGE
TO THE ROYAL ANCESTORS
AT THE PRAMAINE GROUNDS
ON MONDAY THE 5% OF APRIL B.E. 2525

It gives me enormous pleasure to see the way in which
Thai people from all walks of life, acting in concert, have suc-
ceeded in making these Ratanakosin celebrations such a spec-
tacular event. This in itself is highly significant in that it indi-
cates that among Thai people loyalty to one’s country runs deep
and, in addition, shows that they are united in their efforts with
regard to righteous and worthy endeavor. Indeed, it is by standing
shoulder to shoulder in the service of their country that the Thais
have managed,for the past 200 years, to maintain their indepen-
dence. And I feel confident that Thailand will remain free forever.

The Prime Minister, speaking on behalf of Thai citizens
everywhere, has noted the profound debt of gratitude they feel
towards the great Kings of the past. He has also stated that it is
their express intent to honor King Rama I by bestowing upon
him the title of “The Great”, as a token of their respect. All this
clearly proves that the Thai people have faith in the power of
universal virtue and that they themselves desire to lead exemplary
lives.



The maintenance of a durable independence, and a long-
lasting freedom is the most urgent task before us. Freedom
depends not only upon wise, efficient, and virtuous government;
it also depends upon the co-operation and support of each and
every individual. This means that each individual must be keen
to make positive contributions to his country as well as adhering
to those moral principles demanded of him by his particular
status. There are 4 moral principles in particular that everyone
should study and adhere to. The first is : be true to oneself; that
is : to behave in a proper manner and perform only those deeds
that are beneficial and worthy of merit. Secondly, it is essential
to know how to master one’ own mind, to train the mind so that
one behaves in a proper manner and performs only those deeds
that are worthy of merit. Thirdly, one must exercise patience,
refrain from evil acts and practise thrift, so that one will not be
tempted to break any of one’s moral principles. Fourthly, one
must refrain from evil and deceit in all its forms, and, in addition,
learn how to sacrifice petty personal gain for the larger benefit
of the nation as a whole. If everyone tries to cultivates these four
moral precepts, he will be playing his part in helping the country
to enjoy peace and happiness. Thus, he will be in a position to
help the country to develop, and by doing so bring about stability
throughout the nation.

May the power of the Triple Gem and all things sacred in
the Universe be with all of you, bless you, bring you happiness,
keep you from harm and all manner of evil, and give you the strength
of body and will, as well as the intelligence, to succeed in whatever



your chosen task may be, thus giving rise to the kind of good
works and progress that we would all wish for.

Translated by

Bang-Orn Savanguvarorose and
Melvyn Sharman

Langnage Institute
Chulalongkorn University






DULLABHA

Now I am going to deliver a sermon on the theme of
DULLABHA (difficult to find) to enhance Their Majesties’ wisdom
on the occasion of this merit-making ceremony dedicated to their
ancestors, with which the celebrations of the Ratanakosin Bicen-
tennial will be inaugurated.

On 8 April 1782 (B.E. 2325), two days after he had been
invited to ascend to the throne of Thailand, King Rama I issued
a decree establishing Bangkok as the new capital. Thus this April
is the two hundredth anniversary of the Chakri dynasty, the
Ratanakosin Bicentennial.

The endurance of Ratanakosin and the Chakri dynasty
ensures the endurance of the Thai nation along with the Buddhist
religion. This is due to a long line of monarchs belonging to the
Chakri dynasty, beginning with King Rama I, or “Phra-Phudtha-
jod-faa-chula-loog” as he was called in the reign of King Rama
IV, which have reigned over the country, and in doing so have
sown the seeds for much of its development and progress.

The Chakri Kings have, without exception, fulfilled the
dual roles of “BUBHAKAREE” (benefactors), and “KATANNU
KATAVEDI” (one who appreciates the kindness done to him).
Now, the Lord Buddha himself said that these two types of people
are found but rarely. This is also attested to by the old Pali saying,

‘Deva Me Bikkhave Puggals Dullabha Lokasamu”. ‘“BUBHA-
KAREE” is a person who supports others, whereas “KATANNU
KATAVEDI” is one who not only appreciates the kindness done
to him but also one who repays his benefactor; for example,



parents and their offspring, teachers and their students, kings
and their subjects, and the Lord Buddha and his disciples. These
types of people are found but rarely. Parents support their
children and their children are grateful to them in return. The
same quid pro quo relationship applies equally to the other exam-
ples mentioned.

As a nation, Thailand has been helmed by monarchy
since ancient times, as reflected by Buddhist saying, ‘‘Raja
Mukham Manussanam’, or “The king is the leader of all men”;
and ‘“Raja Patthamsassa Pannanam”, or ‘“The king is the symbol
of the country”. Furthermore, if the king is a Buddhist and
performs only righteous deeds according to Buddhist Dhamma,
and if he applies the principles of Dhamma when ruling the
country, practises the Ten Royal Dhammas, and is also an example
to his people, he is a “Bubhakaree” to his people. In this manner,
Buddhist priests have named all our kings “the Great Virtuous
Kings who are benevolent”. The people who follow the example
of their king in practising Dhamma are called “Katafind katavedi”
Generally speaking, they support each other and are bound
together as in the saying of the Lord Buddha, “When the leader
of a herd of cattle walks in a straight line, likewise will the herd
go straight. Similarly, if the king follows the path of righteous-
ness, his people will also dwell in righteousness”. The Lord
Buddha himself said that both kinds of people are found but
rarely. This is because there are many leaders who do not practise
Dhamma; in consequence the days of those communities and
countries are numbered. In Thailand, however, both Ratanakosin
and the Chakri dynasty have lasted for 200 yéars. This proves



that there is an abundance of ‘“Bubhakaree” and ‘“Katannu
katavedi”. The majority of high ranking officials in Thailand in the
foot-steps of their king. All the kings from King Rama I onwards
have been both virtuous and benevolent. They have acted as
benefactors to people from all walks of life.

After having ascended the throne, King Rama I set about
discharging his very first duty, that is, the foundation of Krung-
thep (Bangkok) and the construction of the royal palace. He
moved the capital from Dhonburi on the west bank of the Chao
Phya river to Krungthep on the east. The construction of Krung-
thep began on Sunday 21 April 1782 (B.E. 2325), the actual
coronation being held on Monday 10 June 1782. Thus, he founded
the dynasty and appointed a number of officials to various posi-
tions. He divided the administration of the provinces into external
affairs, internal affairs and harbour administration. He intended
to construct Krungthep on similar lines to Ayudhaya; that is
why he constructed Wat Phrasriratanasasadaram or the Temple
of the Emerald Buddha in the compound of the Royal Palace just
like Wat Phra-sri-san-pech at Ayudhaya. He moved the Emerald
Buddha from the old palace at the west bank of Chao Phya river
and placed it in Wat Phrasriratanasasadaram in April 1784
(B.E. 2327). The year after his coronation, he ordered festivities
to be held to celebrate the inauguration of the new capital and
the Temple of the Emerald Buddha. It was then that he named
the new capital ‘“Khrung-thep-phramahaanakhon bovoratana-
kosin-mahinthara-jutha-mahaa-dilok-phob-noparad-raja ....... M
Ever since the capital has been known by this name, the country
has enjoyed peace and prosperity. Moreover, King Rama I



constructed other important temples as well. In order to protect
the capital, he also constructed city walls and dug canals sur-
rounding it. He set up a framework for governing the country
and reformed the legal system. With regard to religion, he
patronized Buddhism, collected Buddhist texts and revised Bud-
dhist doctrines as well as drawing up a system of rules of conduct
for Buddhist monks.

While developing the country, King Rama I led his troops
into battle against would-be invaders. He had to suppress them
in order to preserve the integrity of the nation, and by doing so
succeeded in saving Thailand. He combined the qualities of a
great warrior with those of a great ruler.

During the 27 years of his reign, wars notwithstanding,
he was busily engaged in construction. Not only did he found
Krungthep and the exquisitely beautiful Temple of the Emerald
Buddha, he also laid the good, solid foundations upon which the
noble Chakri dynasty was built,and set down a number of guide-
lines for ruling the country which has evolved into the ruling
system we know today. Moreover, he set up a system of laws
for monks, and in doing so created Buddhist discipline out of
disorder. The King also laid the foundations of literature and art,
a legacy which has lasted down the generations to the present
day. The sum total of his constructive efforts together with the
Thai nation itself, have stood the test of time. His aims were
clearly revealed in a literary work of his entitled, “Nirad Tah
Din Dang”” where he states, “With all my faculties, I intend to
support and promote the Buddhist religion, to defend the country



and keep the people safe from harm’”. And all of his aims he
achieved.

King Rama II, or “Phrabaad somdet phra phudha lert-laa-
napalai’” as he is also known, was a warrior, a statesman, an
administrator, artist, poet and skilled artisan. His works, which
enjoy a widespread reputation in several countries, are in a sense,
the legacy he bequeathed to civilization. During the 15 years of
his reign, the country was at peace, and prospered. It was he who
initiated the Visakha Puja ceremony (a religious ceremony). He
ordered a flag to be flown on all royal merchant ships that sailed
to foreign ports. The flag was red with a white elephant inside a
circle in the centre. It was called the white elephant flag and
later became the national flag. There is ample evidence of the
fact that at that time maritime trade was thriving, and thus Thai
ships had to fly the flag in order to identify themselves. Even
now Thai ships still fly a flag with a white elephant in the center.
King Rama II was skilled in the art of war, in administrative
affairs, as well as in art and literature, for which he received due
recognition from the United Nations Educational, Scientific and
Cultural Organization (UNESCO).

King Rama I, or “Phrabaad somdet phra nang-klaw-chaw-
juuhua’” as he was called acted on behalf of his father before as-
cending the throne himself. Therefore, he was well-accustomed
to his duties when he began his reign and closely supervised affairs
all over the country. With regard to the law, he was a firm be-
liever in justice. In fact he was deeply concerned in general with
the people’s happiness and welfare. In addition, he proved himself
an able manager as regards trade and economics. This manifested



itself in the development of the country as a whole and even in
his support of Buddhism, for he ordered that Buddhist temples be
constructed, and the old ones be repaired. He opened up relations
with the western powers as well as with oriental countries, and
yet did so with prudence. He was always mindful of the develop-
ment and security of the Thai nation. As for architecture during
his reign, there was a synthesis of Thai and Chinese styles as is
apparent in the Buddhist temples of the period. During the 27
years of his reign, King Rama III undertook that which was
conducive to the happiness and welfare of the people as well as
to the stability of the country. Even when there was a crisis in
relations between the western and eastern powers towards the
end of his reign, Thailand remained unaffected. This was due to
careful judgement on his part in dealing with foreign countries
as witnessed by his words before he passed away, ‘“There will no
longer be any war with Vietnam and Burma, except one involving
the western powers. We have to be aware of this, and should not
surrender any advantage to them. We should learn from them
and imitate them, but avoid idolizing them”.

King Rama IV or “Pra-baad-somdet-phra-chom-klaaw-chaw-
juhua’” as he was also known, introduced a series of reforms with
regard to the system of government in order to bring it in line with
the changing times. Between the reigns of King Rama I and King
Rama I1I, the ruling system and social conditions were similar in
many respects to those existing during the time of Ayudhya. On
the other hand, the reign of King Rama IV, for example, witnessed
a number of important changes. Thailand began to trade with
foreign countries, which was followed up by the introduction of
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western technology. The capital was expanded to the east to
accommodate the increase in population, which was due to deve-
lopment on the economic front. In addition, it was also for the
first time during his reign that official announcements were
compiled and published, and the King himself promulgated almost
500 acts of law. He also constructed the largest pagoda in Thai-
land. The stone tablets on which the first Thai letters were
carved were discovered. King Rama IV was also a great patron
of the Buddhist religion. He initiated a number of important
rituals, such as those to commemorate the Lord Buddha’s birth,
enlightenment and passing away (Visakha-buja) and Makha-buja,
to commemorate the day when the Lord Buddha delivered his
first sermon to his five disciples. He was also a scientist, was
very keen on astronomy and was very widely read in the subject.
Once, he succeeded in calculating the exact time and date that
an eclipse would occur as well as the place from which it could
best be observed. The eighteenth of August every year has been
designated “Thai Scientists’ Day”. Thisis because King Rama IV
calculated that on 18 August 1863 (B.E. 2411) at 10 : 32 A.M.
precisely, a full eclipse would be seen at Tamm-bon waa-kor in
Pra-chuab kiree-kan Province.

King Rama V or ‘“Pra-baad-somdet-phra-chula-chom-klaw-
chaw-ju-hua” as he was also known followed in his father’s foot-
steps in ruling the country, and brought progress in abundance to
Thailand. He completely reformed the old system of government,
replacing it with the administrative structure that we know
today. He set up a number of ministries and departments and
divided the country into regions and provinces respectively.
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Moreover, he modified and adapted a number of Thai traditions
in order to keep pace with the changing times. He also made
careful adjustments to the system of tax collection. In order to
help people earn their living, he did much to promote agriculture
and to develop means of communication in Thailand by the intro-
duction of a railway network and by setting up a postal service
for sending letters and telegrams.

The King also supported the Buddhist religion and was a
firm believer in universal education. He gave permission for
Buddhist monks under the leadership of Somdet-phra-maha-
samana-choa-krom-phya- wachirayarnwarorot to organize educa-
tion in upcountry areas. He established a number of schools in
Buddhist Wats, laying the foundations for primary education
in Thailand. Later, he issued a body of laws governing Buddhist
monks and also set up a school for Civil Service Officials, which
became Chulalongkorn University in the reign of King Rama VI
just as he had envisioned.

In order to experience at first hand the way people really
lived, he preferred to visit them in the provinces, not as a king
but as a government official. These visits were known as ‘“Sadet
prapart-ton”’. Moreover, in order to foster good relations with
foreign countries, he made a number of trips abroad, visiting such
countries as Singapore and India. While still a youth, he had also
toured Europe on a couple of occasions. These trips of his gave
him more of an idea of the way in which both Thais and foreign
peoples lived and thus enabled him to improve his own native
country and the standard of living of its people. The longer he
occupied the throne, the more his people grew to love him.
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During the fortieth year of his reign, people decided to erect a
statue of the King mounted on a horse. On the base of the eques-
trian statue they added the inscription, “Beloved Great King”,
which shows how much he was loved and respected by his people.
He steered Thailand through troubled times and brought pro-
sperity and progress to the country and its people. In addition,
he was kind and merciful and ruled his people as a father rules
his children. He once said to his people, “I will always be as
your father. I shall be glad when you are happy, and will help
you whenever you suffer or are in danger”.

He granted his people the right to freedom of worship.
Moreover, he patronized all religions in Thailand as witnessed
by the wording of his royal decree, ‘‘Religions are not obstructive;
one can believe in any religion that one thinks is right. Whether
it is right or wrong depends upon the individual adherent”.

One of the accomplishments for which he has received a
great deal of acclaim is his abolition of slavery. The abolition of
slavery in other countries was the cause of civil war but in Thai-
land this was not the case. He succeeded in abolishing slavery
with perspicacity and skill and occasioned neither the slaves nor
their owner’s distress. He spent 37 years involved in this task before
finally issuing a law abolishing slavery in 1905 (B.E. 2448).
Moreover, he was not opposed to constitutions, as witnessed by
his saying, “I do not mind having a law that limits the power of
the king as in other countries. May my words bear witness to
this”. However, at that time people were not ready for constitu-
tional government. King Rama V, however, educated his people,
preparing them to take over the reins of government in the

13



future. According to his people, his 42 years on the throne were
far too few.

King Rama VI or ‘‘Pra-baad-somdet-pra-mongkud-klaw-
chaw-juhua’’ as he was called, introduced improvements in the
government arena, and in the field of education among others. In
the educational field, he issued a number of laws governing
primary education, constructed more secondary schools, and
reformed the civil service college, which had been set up by King
Rama V, making it the first university in Thailand. In honor of
his father, King Rama V, he named the university ‘“Chulalong-
korn” after him. In addition, he set up a Thai branch of the
boyscouts and rangers.

He decided to allow Thailand to enter the First World War
on the side of Allies. Being on the winning side brought Thailand
a number of advantages; for example, the kingdom enjoyed the
same status and the same privileges as the Allies. Thailand
participated in the Assembly for Peace in France and was a
member of the League of Nations. In addition, several countries
abrogated the treaties that made Thailand subject to the juris-
diction of their law courts and customs duty. This later prompted
Thailand to petition other foreign countries for amendments to
unequal treaties.

King Rama VI was a prolific writer with a considerable
output of both prose and poetry to his credit, and was known to
keep a diary. Much of his literary output dealt with the theme of
patriotism. He enhanced Thai culture and traditions and several
of his innovations, such as the act of royal succession, have
survived until the present day. In 1924 (B.E. 2467), he introduced
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the use of surnames; in fact he even composed surnames for
several of his attendants himself. He added that one should be
proud of bringing honor to one’s family name, and conversely
one should be ashamed if one brought it dishonor. Indeed, the
country as a whole would also stand to gain from those who
cherished their family names and whose conduct was praiseworthy.
King Rama VI was also responsible for designing our present-
day flag. Moreover, he introduced a calendar based on the Bud-
dhist era but the year was divided according to the international
system (as opposed to the traditional lunar calendar). He
ruled Thailand for 15 years and performed only those tasks
which could be considered inherently beneficial. The United
Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization
(UNESCO) praised him as a person of great stature and, like
the Thai people themselves bestowed upon him the epithet, ‘“‘the
Great”

King Rama VII or “‘Phra-baad-somdet-phra-pok-klaw-chao-
juuhua” to give him his full title, governed the country with the
help of a number of ministries set up by him. He issued a number
of edicts, the aim of which was to stimulate progress within the
country as well as to improve the welfare of its people. In addi-
tion, he was also a celebrated patron of the arts and Thai culture.
He had to struggle with the economy, which was in a sorry state.
At that time the world economic situation was, in general, bad.
He therefore tried to maintain a balance between income and expen-
diture. In fact, he himself even took a cut in salary as witnessed in
the following announcement, ‘“The time has come for all Thais,
whatever their rank, from the king downwards, to cooperate in
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order to save the country from economic ruin. We will just have
to weather the storm for a while, and hope that our troubles will
soon pass’’.

The king had prepared the country for democracy and
presented the people with a constitution on December 10, 1932
(B.E. 2475). During his reign, one event of particular importance
took place, namely the celebration of Ratanakosin which was held
to commemorate its 150th anniversary in 1932 including the
celebration of the Emerald Buddha. There was also a ceremony
to open a new bridge, commonly called “The Bridge of Phra-
budhajoodfah”, which was named after King Rama I. In front
of the bridge, there stands a statue of King Rama I, the founder
of the Chakri dynasty. During his 9 years on the throne, King Rama
VII proved himself to be dedicated to the security of the nation
as well as to the welfare of his subjects.

King Rama VIII, or “Phra-baad-somdet-phra-poramendhara-
anantamahidol”, as he is also called, ascended the throne when he
was only 9 years old, although as he was studying abroad, it was not
until he was 13 years of age that he first returned to Thailand as
king. At that time, although he stayed in Thailand for only a month,
he was able to gain the loyalty of the Thai people. In 1945 (B.E.
2488), after World War II, he returned to Thailand for good.
Even though the situation at that time was still somewhat con-
fused, by making a supreme effort he managed to deal with the
situation. Not only was he concerned about the way his people
lived, he was also solicitous of the welfare of foreign residents
in Thailand. He went to visit his people in several provinces, thus
providing them with an opportunity to meet him face to face.
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His visit to the Chinese residents of Chinatown in Sampeng
together with his sympathetic nature brought about a reconcilia-
tion between Thais and the Chinese in Thailand. His 12 years on
the throne bore fruit in the form of love and loyalty on the part
of his subjects. His gentle manner and forbearing nature made a
deep and lasting impression.

All the kings of the Chakri dynasty, from King Rama I
onwards, have governed Thailand in an exemplary manner, and
in doing so have brought progress to the country. Essentially,
they are our “‘Bubhakaree” in that whatever the kings have done
for the country during their respective reigns has been in perfect
step with the country’s needs and the demands of the situation.
King Rama I succeeded to the throne at a time when the country
was in urgent need of wide-ranging reform. He not only founded
the dynasty, but also laid the foundations for the administrative
system as well as for the defence of the realm, and in addition,
also reformed the Buddhist religion. The Chakri Kings have all
taken a flexible approach towards governing the country. They
have responded in an appropriate manner to each situation as
it arose in order to preserve the integrity of the country and its
religion, and also to bring about progress. That is why the Thai
nation has endured thus far.

The present king who is the ninth in the Chakri line is of a
benevolent nature. At his coronation on May 5, 1950 (B.E. 2493),
he defined his intentions clearly, as follows:

“I will govern the country with justice, for the welfare of
-he Thai people””. Then he poured holy water and made a vow to
-ule over the country in accordance with the Ten Dhamma Precepts
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for a King. His activities, both past and present, bear witness to
the efforts he has made to fulfill his vow. He reigns over the
country with justice and moreover, is in “‘Katavedi Dhamma” in
that he acknowledges what has been done for him and appreciates
the kindness he has received. He is compassionate and indulges
only in those activities that will result in the well-being and
happiness of his people. At the same time he shuns neither
trouble nor danger in the performance of his duties, and has
accomplished a great deal, even in the grounds of the Chitlada
palace. In order to utilize the land to maximum efficiency and at
the same time conduct a number of experiments, he has ordered it
to be used for the growing of rice and the raising of cattle. Moreover,
he is responsible for a number of improvements in the field of
education, land conservation, forestry and irrigation and has
even made artificial rain. He orders canals to be dug for irrigation and
reservoirs to be constructed; and encourages doctors to serve
people in upcountry areas. He dedicates at least 200 days out of
every year to visiting his people and examining the model projects
that he has instigated in various barren parts of the country. In
these largely unfertile areas, he has devised projects down to the
last detail for improving agriculture and national security. With
regard to his projects, he takes steps to ensure that the various
organizations involved provide each other with mutual help and
support.

As he himself has been to several parts of Thailand and
asked his people about the nature of the problems in those parts,
he is able to gain a better insight into the true nature of the
problems and hence find solutions to them. He makes an exhaus-
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tive study of the problems, then draws up the necessary plans,
working closely with government officials as well as with the army
and the police. Since each part of the country has its own unique
problems, however, there need to be different solutions appropriate
to their particular nature. For example, in some parts of the
country there is insufficient land for farming; in others, there is
a lack of water for irrigation. He has solved these problems by
constructing reservoirs and dividing up the land for agricultural
purposes. Moreover, he firmly supports the idea of rice and cattle
banks. He prefers people to be thrifty, to use simple, natural
materials that are either readily available or easily obtainable.
He has inspired the spirit of cooperation in his people. People have
to work together and help one another, which requires each
individual member of the group to maintain the strictest discipline.
Moreover, each individual has to be diligent, faithful, compas-
sionate and united, in addition to which he also has to be thrifty
and conscious of his obligations.

Thus, the present king is a perfect example of a really bene-
volent leader. Moreover, he is “Katalind Katavedi” towards his
ancestors as well as being ‘“‘Bupakaree’” to his people.

The Dhamma practice by which people become “Bubhakaree”
and “Katannu Katavedi” may also be beneficial to other people
aswell. The “Ten Dhammas for Kings and Rulers” is an example
of this kind of practice. In order to practise the ‘“Ten Dhammas”,
the king or ruler must possess “Sappuris Dhamma”, or the “Seven
Dhammas for a Man of Virtue”. They are as follows :

A virtuous man should

1. Understand causality



. Understand the consequences of action

. Understand his inner self

. Understand moderation

. Understand the importance of timing

. Understand the nature of the individual

. Understand the nature of the general class.

These Dhammas represent those actions that lend help and
support to others, and thus create happiness. A person who
supports others is called ‘“Bubhakaree’’, and the person who
appreciates the kindness done to him and insists on repaying it,
is called “Katannd’’. Anybody, no matter what community he
belongs to, can be also called by these titles if he supports others
or acknowledges what has been done for him. The durability and
stability of the community depends on individuals assisting one
another as much as they can, and also on avoiding any action which
could be considered harmful and would cause others suffering.

On the occasion of the ‘“Ratanakosin Bicentennial’, cele-
brating the fact that Bangkok has been in existence for 200 years,
His Majesty’s Government would like to express its deep gratitude
to all nine Chakri monarchs, from King Rama I to the present King.
They have all reigned over the country successfully, and have
brought both peace and prosperity to the nation. The government

=N O O W

also bore in mind the royal tradition of merit-making in deciding
to celebrate Ratanakosin. For example, celebrations were held
when it was first constructed in 1785. (B.E. 2328 or the 9th year
of Ratanakosin era), and again in 1885 (B.E. 2425) to mark its
centenary. Celebrations were also held to mark its 150" anni-
versary in the reign of King Rama VII in 2035 (B.E. 2475). This is
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why His Majesty’s Government announced that celebrations were
to be held to mark the Ratanakosin Bicentennial.

On the occasion of the Ratanakosin Bicentennial, the govern-
ment as well as the Thai people unanimously agreed to bestow
upon King Rama I the title of “the Great” in order to demonstrate
their appreciation for all the kindness he showed to the country.
It was he who constructed Ratanakosin, laid the foundations of
the Chakri dynasty and reformed the system of government
as well as the Buddhist religion. He brought happiness to the Thai
people and provided for their welfare as witnessed in the historical
annals, ““Since his ascension to the throne, he has ruled over the
country with great zeal. He has defeated those enemies who would
intrude upon Thailand’s sovereignty, put down internal opponents
and vanquished threats from without the country. He has extended
the country’s boundaries farther than in the time of Ayudhya.
Moreover, he is an ardent supporter of Buddhism, and has improved
the welfare of his people”.

All these Thai monarchs who have reigned over the country
and brought prosperity to their people are called “Purisajaneyyo”,
men of noble birth. According to the Buddist saying. ‘“There are
few men of noble birth. Such a man is not born every day. If he
possesses wisdom, then his family will attain happiness”.

“A virtuous man is destined to support and help others;
it is his duty to act in accordance with the benefit and happiness
of the many. He will help, support, and bring happiness to his
father, mother, wife and offspring as well as to his attendants,
friends and monks. He can be compared with the cloud that brings
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rain and causes the rice to grow. He is beneficent to others and
also brings happiness to them”.

His Majesty the King in his benevolence fully appreciates
the kindness of his ancestors, all the previous kings of the Chakri
dynasty, beginning with King Rama I who set up the dynasty and
laid the foundations of Ratanakosin. Thus His Majesty is making
merit which he intends to dedicate to his ancestors. He is there-
fore practising “Katannu Katavedi” which is one characteristic
of the virtuous man.

As a result of His Majesty’s merit-making may there be
happiness, and may all the Chakri Kings of yore remain forever
illustrious.

May the power of all the Chakri Kings of yore protect both
Their Majesties the King and the Queen. May their glory shine
forth forever and may they enjoy prosperity for all time, together
with the royal family, the government, the people and the monk-
hood.

Translated by

Bang-Orn Savanguvarorose
Language Institute,
Chulalongkorn University
October 1985

Thanks to Melvyn Sharman for his corrections.
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