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A View of Thailand Througii
Buddhism

In Thailand, the practice in Buddhism
is voluntary and free. Anybody who wishes
to be ordained, to go to Wat to listen
to Dhamma preaching, or to perform any
virtuous deeds and make merits, can satisfy
his desire. Such an opportunity is rarely
found in other countries at present, there-
fore, we all should greatly appreciate 1t.
We should not be irrational and indiscreet
about it. That is, we should not be

immersed in this state.

We should consider why we still have
this opportunity. It can be said that we
do have it owing to the King, who is the
great patron of all religions, together with
His government, the administrative body,
who does not oppress any religion but
supports all and those who perform righteous
deeds. That 1s why Buddhism prevails in
Thailand. The prevalence of Buddhism

can be seen from the great respect for
monks paid by everyone here from the
King down to ordinary people. If we
further consider what causes this state,



the answer is the virtue of RBuddhism
chiefly does. Those who believe in Buddhism
apply this virtue to their lives to bring
about personal happiness as well as common
happiness. This results in prosperity of a
small family and even of a community.
According to Buddhist principles. those
who are related in anv wayv interact well
vith one another : parents and children,
teachers and students, husbands and wives.
friends and friends. masters and servants.
emplovers and emplovees, and even monks
and those who respect them. This explains
wihy we live together happily 1n a small
family to a big family that 1s the country.

Buddhism abounds in virtues. which
are contained in Buddhist principles and
preachings. Acting according to these prin-
ciples. a person will treat others well and
wiil help them if he can. In the old days,
almost all countries had kings as their
rulers, but some did not believe in
Buddhism. That is why quite a few
underwent many changes as shown today.
All Kings of Thailand have always been
Buddhists and have ruled the country with
the help of *“ The Ten Dhamma ™ especially
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set up for them. Thus, the King takes
the firm hold in the minds of all Thai
people. Buddhism, which is rich in virtuous
principles, is faith growing firmly and
deeply in all people's hearts, People Lkeep
these principles and use them to guide
their conducts so that they could live
happily and peacefully together in a com-
munity. For example, parents act as good
parents towards their children by raising

and supporting them. Children in return
are grateful to their parents. They have

Dhamma as a strong bond joining them
together. The concept of the king has

been institutionalized and then differs from
other institutions in the way that others

do not have principles of Buddhism as a
bond binding them with the peoples. Then,

the common phrase spoken, or the slogan:
“The Nation, Buddhism and the King"

1s not at all nonesense. They really exist
and have strength.

We have traditionally believed in
Buddhism for a long time and Buddhism
directly and indirectly plants faith and
wisdom in people’s minds regardless of
their status. We can see that monks after



ordination have to study Buddhism
according to the curriculum. They can
also take any course of study that is not
opposed to Buddhist disciplines, or, if
opposed, only a little. Then, out of their
own virtues they will teach people and
help them in various ways without inter-
fering with politics. Occasionally, some
improvements in religious education and
administration have been made by scholarly
monks. Up to now, there has been

Buddhist education for both monks and
lay persons. For monks, there are courses

of study at the primary, intermediate and
advanced levels of Dhamma. There are

also courses of study arranged especially
for lay people organized in the same way.

For new monks who have just been
ordained, they have to study the primary
courses of Dhamma which is called * The
step of knowledge”

In Thailand, there has long been a

tradition that people will get ordained in
the rainy season during the Buddhist

Lent which is about 4 months long. Kings
as well as Crown Princes were ordained

during this period. During Sukothai and
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Ayudhaya Dynasties, there were many
kings ordained after their coronation. In
Chakri Dynasty, only King Rama V and
His Majesty the King Bhumipol were

ordained after being crowned, the others
were ordained before their coronation.
Lay people also like to go into monkood,
thus having an opportunity to study
Buddhism including Buddhist principles
and the preaching of the Lord Buddha,
which are both rational and practical.
The practice of these principles will bring
about personal happiness as well as common
happiness. People of different families and
status are under the same Buddhist dis-
ciplines, and thus they all undergo fraternal
relationship. After ordination, people of
all classes, either the king who holds the
highest status, or the crown prince, or a
poor man, have to live together, and live
under the same disciplines as if they were
akin in the same family, a Buddhist one.

They have Buddhist disciplines as the bond
relating them together.

The most important bond of Dhamma
is ““‘Samanattata’” meaning ‘‘impartiality”,
or “feeling towards others as towards one-
self and not proud of oneself”. People

5



are similar in some conditions or status
and dissimilar in others. For example,
they do not enjoy the same wealth
Regardless of men’s status, they are
respected in varying degrees. They are
dissimilar in appearances: some are tall,
others are short, quite a few have dark
complexion, many have fair. Even fingers
of the same man are not of the same
length, and his organs are placed ditferently.

The most i1mportant thing 1s, men are
dissimilar according to their actions
(Kamma). Some perform virtuous actions,
the others perform evil actions, and
accordingly they get different results. We
have different levels of knowledge too:
some have learnt a lot, some have learnt
a little. Yet, we have to pass through the
same cycle of life, that is, we were born
as human beings, then we have to experience
old age, illnesses and then death. We are
made up of not-self (Anatta), and we
all undergo pain and painful feelings
(Dukkha). In addition, everybopy has his
own actions (Kamma): he is an heir of
his own actions, receiving the fruits of
his own actions without any exception.
These are what men have common. And,

6



another thing that they can be similar,
is to behave according to Buddhist prin-
ciples. After the practice of Dhamma that
brings about love and respect, men will
have righteous actions, speech, and minds,
and then share what they get in righteous
ways with others. They will be similar
in the regular practice of Sila. They will
come to think as a Buddhist. In this
manner, men will be similar regardless
of their positions and status. There will
be no gap among them, which means
they are close together. With atfection
there will be no gap. For example, parents

and children hold different status, but,
when they have affection, they are close,
there will be no gap between them. There
1s a popular Thai poem about how love
fills the gap between persons. It says that
with love, we always feel close together
though we are as far apart as at the
furthest points on earth. If we hate each
other, even though we are very near, we
turn away from each other as if mountains
and woods were between us, and we were
as far apart. The word ‘“‘gap” is heard
very often now, as though it were a newly
coined word, but in fact it is not new.

/



The meaning is the same as it is in the
old Thai verse mentioned above. The Lord
Buddha’s teachings result in the unity of
men of all classes. This is why Thailand,
Buddhism and the King are all united
and each leans on one another as firmly
as three poles support one another.
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